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SUBJECT: NAMIBIA: AHTISAARI'S COMMENTS TO THE PRESS 

FOLLOWING IS A NEWS ARTICLE BY DAVID FORRET WHICH APPEARED 
INTHE RAND DAILY MAIL, AUGUST 10: 

BEGIN TEXT: THE UNITED NATIONS’ SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE IN SOUTH WEST 
AFRICA, MR. MARTTI AHTISAARI SAID YESTERDAY HE HAD MADE GOOD 
PROGRESS IN HIS DISCUSSIONS OVER THE LAST FEW DAYS WITH THE 
SWA ADMINISTRATOR-GENERAL, MR, JUSTICE MARTHINUS STEYN. 

THE UN MISSION'S MILITARY EXPERT, MAJOR-GENERAL HANNES PHILIPP, 
LEAVES WINDHOEK TODAY ON HIS FIRST VISIT TO THE OPERATIONAL AREA 
ON THE SWA/ANGOLA BORDER. HE WILL BE ACCOMPANIED BY FOUR UN 
MILITARY ADVISERS AND ONE CIVILIAN. 
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IT IS UNDERSTOOD THAT THE PARTY WILL BE JOINED BY MAJOR-GENERAL 
JAN GELDENHUYS, COMMANDER OF SOUTH AFRICAN TROOPS IN THE 
TERRITORY, DURING THE TWO-DAY PRELIMINARY VISIT TO THE TENSE 
BORDER AREA. 

MR. AHTISAARI SAID THAT ANY DIFFERENCES THAT DID COME UP BETWEEN 
HIM AND MR. JUSTICE STEYN WOULD BE REFLECTED IN HIS REPORT TO UN 
SECRETARY-GENERAL DR. KURT WALDHEIM. IT WOULD BE PREMATURE TO 
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PREDICT HOW SOON THE UN SECURITY COUNCIL WOULD MEET AFTER HIS RETURN 
TO 

NEW YORK, HE SAID. 

MR. AHTISAARI SAID HE WOULD CONTINUE DISCUSSIONS WITH POLITICAL 
GROUPS THIS WEEK. THE IMPRESSION HE HAD GAINED DURING DISCUSSIONS 
WITH POLITICAL REPRESENTATIVES SO FAR WAS THAT THEY SUPPORTED THE 
WESTERN PROPOSALS. 

"THERE IS NOW DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THEM ON THE INTERPRETATION OF 

THE BASIC ELEMENTS IN THE PLAN. MY COLLEAGUES ARE STUDYING THEIR 

WRITTEN REPRESENTATIONS AND MIGHT CONTACT THEM LATER FOR CLARIFICATION," 

THE UN REPRESENTATIVE SAID. 

"WE HAVE AGREED TO FINALIZE OUR WORK HERE IN WINDHOEK AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE AND THEN MAKE TRAVEL PLANS. I HAVEN'T EVEN SEEN WINDHOEK 
YET, SO I WILL SEE THIS PLACE FIRST AND THEN PERHAPS TRAVEL NORTH." 

NO RESTRICTIONS HAD BEEN PLACED ON HIS TRAVELLING THROUGH THE 
TERRITORY. MR. AHTISAARI WOULD NOT GIVE ANY DETAILS OF HIS 
DISCUSSIONS WITH MR. JUSTICE STEYN BUTSAID THAT HE AND THE 
ADMINISTRATOR-GENERAL HAD AGREED TO MEET FOR FURTHER DISUCCSIONS 
AS AND WHEN THE NEED AROSE. 

HIS ONLY COMMENT ON THE TALKS WAS THAT A GREAT DEAL OF 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION HAD BEEN GATHERED THAT WOULD ENABLE HIS 
MISSION TO ADVISE DR. WALDHEIM ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
UN-ENDORSED WESTERN PEACE PROPOSALS FOR SOUTH WEST AFRICA. 

IN REPLY TO A QUESTION, MR. AHTISAARI SAID THE WHOLE MATTER OF 
RETURNING EXILES WOULD HAVE TO BE TACKLED IF AND WHEN THE UN 
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SECURITY COUNCIL DECIDED TO APPROVE PLANS FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION 
OF THE PROPOSALS. 

"THE UN HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES HAS VAST EXPERIENCE IN 
THAT FIELD," HE SAID. 

SOME ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF MEMBERS OF THE UN MISSION WOULD REMAIN 
BEHIND AFTER HE RETURNED TO NEW YORK TO GATHER FURTHER 
INFORMATION AS IT WAS NEEDED. END TEXT. 
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